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 Dear Saint Raphael Parents, 

 Today we are writing in regards to a new cell phone policy for the digital well-being of our 
 students. Our school is committed to maintaining a positive environment that fosters each 
 student's well-being and holiness. This includes protection from the well-documented risks 
 of internet-enabled tools. 

 Saint Raphael Catholic School has always embraced educational technology in the classroom. 
 This is evidenced by our investment in our new classroom Smart Boards and Chromebooks. 
 We have invested over $175,000 in technology over the last 2 years. Cell phones, however, are 
 significantly di�erent from other electronic tools. They are personal and have a dangerous 
 capacity for private and adult content. 

 Phones have never been permitted to be carried by students, nor used during school hours. 
 Now, starting upon the return from spring break, Monday April 3rd, students from here on 
 out will sign their phones into a secure storage location in the front o�ces with Mrs. 
 Teixeira at the front desk. Cell phones will no longer be permitted in our lockers and 
 phones will be confiscated and required to be picked up by parents if found. We strongly 
 advise that smartphones stay at home especially for students lower than the 8th grade. We 
 recognize that some parents may make the decision to allow their children to bring their 
 smart devices to school. In this case, cell phone usage by our students will remain strictly 
 prohibited. Students can call from our front desk or their homeroom. When students come 
 to pick up their cell phone at the end of the day, they will place them directly into their 
 backpacks where they will stay until they are secured into their parents' vehicle. Texting 
 parents will not be allowed. 

 There are multiple reasons for this new digital well-being policy: 
 1.  Focus on Learning  Cellphones are proven distractions.  The nature of smart devices 

 is addictive. We've noticed a significant increase of students making trips to their 
 lockers to check phones, and taking their phones into restricted areas such as 
 bathrooms. The temptation to check and participate in online messaging or internet 
 surfing proves frequently disruptive. 

 2.  Policing  . In our response to this habitual rule-breaking,  usually occurring in our 
 school hallways, we do not wish to stir up a culture of policing, suspicion, or 
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 accusation. Our school is a place of building joy! Particularly, we are proud that the 
 relationships between students and sta� are constructive and a�rming, not 
 distrustful or constantly disciplinary. 

 3.  Status  Similarly, we've noticed patterns of jealousy  and covetousness between 
 students with phones and those without. Exclusionary or elitist behavior at Saint 
 Raphael Catholic school, especially based on cell phone usage, is considered 
 unacceptable. It is a deep point of joy that our school is home to families of many 
 di�ering backgrounds, and the majority of our students find no dissimilarity from 
 their peers based on di�ering financial means. 

 4.  Jeopardizing Privacy/Risks of Adult Content  All iPhone/Androids  are capable of 
 accessing adult content and have unrestricted picture/video capabilities. This is 
 especially dangerous if phones are snuck into restricted areas like bathrooms and 
 classrooms. This is the most serious threat to all children in our school. We take this 
 responsibility of protecting all of your children most seriously. 

 5.  Parent Communication  will still be available, as it  always has been. Students have 
 always been able to call home before and after school at the o�ce front desk. 

 Parents, as always, thank you for the conversations you have daily with your children, 
 especially all the intentional and loving work you put into their digital safety. Technology 
 changes so rapidly these days, it's easy to feel out of the loop from our techy kids, but digital 
 well-being is more critical than ever for their holistic development, and you are not alone in 
 your dedication to providing a safe environment for your children. Saint Raphael Catholic 
 school is equally dedicated to ensuring our students are thriving in a positive and focused 
 academic atmosphere. 

 Thank you for your support in protecting your children, 

 Jason Finne,  Rev. Nicholas J. Hagen 
 Principal  Pastor 


